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DISABILITY HISTORY WEEK 

A national movement to recognize the civil rights accomplishments of people with disabilities 
FACT SHEET AND RESOURCES
"If you believe people have no history worth mentioning, it's easy to believe they have no humanity worth defending."





-William Loren Katz

· What is Disability History Week?  
Twenty-Four states have taken an important step in the promotion of further understanding and awareness of disability history and the disability rights movement by designating a week to acknowledge the role and contributions of individuals with disabilities in our society. 
During an established Disability History Week, states require their public schools to infuse instruction and activities related to disability history into the existing school curriculum.  New York, Florida, Iowa, Massachusetts and Washington, Vermont and California are only some of the states are implementing Disability History week.  
In 2009-2010, youth with disabilities across California campaigned to pass a statewide resolution to have Disability History Week declared in California.  Through petitions, letter writing, visits with policy makers, and testimony at the state capitol and in local communities, YO! Disabled & Proud organizers were successful in passing ACR 162 (Beall).
· Why Does it Matter?  
It is important that our youth understand history in order to appreciate how individuals with disabilities were once viewed and treated. During Disability History Week, students will be provided with the opportunity to learn how people with disabilities were instrumental in changing history, and how they became active participants in changing societal attitudes about their needs, desires and capabilities. By teaching disability history in schools, we are taking the necessary steps to ensure that history is not repeated and that there continues to be movement towards an even more accessible society in future generations.
· When is it? 
Disability History Week is the second week of October of every year! Although you don’t need limit the teaching of Disability History to just that one week.
· What is the Curriculum? 
Educators have been developing curriculum for a number of years now. You can learn about the various approaches to teaching Disability History at our website:
http://www.yodisabledproud.org/organize/disability-history-week.php#dhw_content
· What Can I do Make this Happen in My State? 

Disability advocates have developed a series of resources to assist you in 
advocating for Disability History in your state. To learn more visit:

http://www.disabilityhistoryweek.org/pages/help/

http://www.yodisabledproud.org/organize/disability-historyweek.php#dhw_content
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